Grammar Tips
Parts of Speech

Verb – An action.
Example: More than 200 county residents protested the tax hike, and local politicians responded by postponing the vote until Tuesday.
Transitive Verb - A verb that represents movement of a verb.

Example: Do you smile when someone points the camera at you?

Intransitive Verb - A verb that has moved.

Example: Promise me you'll never drive without a seatbelt.

Linking verbs - Connect subjects to other related words in the sentence.

Example: The actress appeared ecstatic before the cameras.

Auxiliary verbs - Give further information about the verb phrase. Auxiliary verbs are verbs such as have, can or will. They accompany the main verb in a clause and help to make distinctions in mood, voice, aspect and tense.
Example: He had worked at the Quik Mart only a week the first time the place was robbed.

Adverb – Adverbs modify verbs.
Example: If students really want to cheat on a term paper, they can do so relatively easily.
Adjective – Adjectives describe nouns and pronouns, sometimes in stomach-turning detail.
Example: The bullet-riddled corpse, which had been in the river for more than a week, was bloated and smelled bad.
Noun – A Person, place or thing.
Example: 
Subject – Main idea in a sentence.
Example: A little learning is a dangerous thing.
Conjunction – But Or Yet For And Nor So
Preposition – _. A preposition is always followed by a noun
Example: Kevin Garrity became the first announced candidate for student body president.
Gerund Phrase – 
Example: Scolding us was Mom's way of keeping us in line.
Direct Object – 

Example: The drug traffickers landed their plane on a main highway.
Indirect Object – To find the indirect object, ask yourself "to whom" or "for whom" the action was done. In this case, it's Mrs. Jefferson. To find the direct object, ask yourself what (or sometimes who) is being directly acted on by the verb. That's the direct object. In this case, it's "the surprise."
Example: The alligator gave Mrs. Jefferson the surprise of her life when she found it swimming in her pool.
Relative Pronouns – Pronouns with the words: that, which, who
Example: The executive, who had embezzled funds, ran for cover when he saw the FBI approaching his office.
Reflexive Pronoun – Whenever you see "-self" or "-selves," you've got a reflexive pronoun on your hands.

Example: When we accuse unjustly, we do ourselves an injustice.

Participle Phrase – A verbal that acts as an adjective in the sentence
Example: The "free" computer offer included a restriction limiting availability to the first five customers.
Phrase - A phrase is a group of related words missing either a subject, a verb or (often) both.

Example: As a result of his past troubles with the law, Detroit resident John Doe was denied a job with the federal government.
Non-Restrictive Clause - Non-restrictive clauses are always set off by commas. They do not restrict the meaning of the sentence. They simply add more information.

Example: The man who shot my mother did not receive a prison sentence because he had no prior criminal record.
Dependent Clause – A fragmented sentence that cannot stand on its own.
Example: Because we lacked information, we could not determine the cause of the power failure during last week's ice storm.
Independent Clause - A sentence that can stand on its own.
Example: Farrah should have written her paper much more carefully than she did.
Preposition - A preposition is always followed by a noun (the object of the preposition). "OVER the river and THROUGH the woods, TO grandmother's house we go." Those are all prepositional phrases.
Example: The reporter was hiding under the table.
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